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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 
Extension of Reporting Date; Leave to Sit when House Sitting - Motion 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [12.14 pm]:  I move - 

(1) That the date for presentation of the report of the Education and Health Standing Committee’s 
inquiry into the cause and extent of lead pollution in the Esperance area be extended to 6 
September 2007. 

(2) That leave be given to the Education and Health Standing Committee to meet when the house 
is sitting on Wednesday, 15 August 2007 and Wednesday, 29 August 2007. 

I will speak to this motion briefly.  Clearly, the committee requires extra time to complete its report; therefore, 
the first part of the motion will extend the reporting time for the committee.  The second part of the motion will 
allow the committee to meet today, and next Wednesday.  I am normally not sympathetic to allowing committees 
to sit when the house is sitting.  I think that is bad practice.  However, there is a high level of community interest 
in the work of this committee.  The committee is seeking to conclude its work and present its report as soon as 
possible.  Therefore, I believe this is a special case in which we should allow the committee to sit while the 
house is sitting.  However, in no way should members of committees, or committee chairs, expect as a matter of 
standard practice that they will be allowed to sit while the house is sitting.  
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [12.15 pm]:  The opposition will also support this motion.  In the 
circumstances of the charges that have been laid by the environmental agency against the Esperance Port 
Authority, clearly the committee needs to grapple with that matter.  Therefore, it is appropriate that this small 
extension of time be granted.  I appreciate your comments, Mr Speaker, on the sub judice issue.  It would be a 
travesty of justice, and a failure of this Parliament to perform its role, if this committee was not able to report 
fully on the issue of lead poisoning at the port of Esperance.  Without reopening that debate, because we all need 
to wait for the committee report, this is probably the most significant public health issue in this state in the post-
war period.  It is a matter of fact that this government resisted the formation of that committee in this house.  It is 
a matter of concern that charges have been laid prior to the handing down of the report of that committee.  It is a 
matter of concern that the Minister for the Environment was not able to provide satisfactory answers to this 
Parliament yesterday when questioned on this matter.  It is also a matter of concern to ascertain what knowledge 
the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure may have had about those charges prior to those charges being made 
public.  Those issues are highly unsatisfactory.   

Point of Order 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The member for Cottesloe is seeking to enter into a debate on a range of issues that go 
beyond the motion that is before the house.  The member is particularly saying things that I believe are factually 
incorrect, when there is no opportunity to enter into a debate on those matters.  It is most inappropriate that the 
member is seeking to debate matters that go to the substance of the issue before the committee, rather than the 
procedural matter that is before the house. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  On a further point of order, the member for Cottesloe, as the manager of opposition 
business in this house, is simply responding to the motion moved by the Leader of the House.  He is putting in a 
very eloquent way the reason that the opposition will support the motion that this committee be granted leave to 
sit while the house is sitting.  That is an unusual occurrence.  Obviously, the Leader of the House is very 
sensitive on that issue.  The member for Cottesloe’s response does not warrant any interruption from you, 
Mr Speaker.  That is my view. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  The member for Cottesloe has had a couple of minutes of drifting away from what he 
should be talking about.  I am sure he has now finished his comments on that matter.  

Debate Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  I have finished my comments on that matter, and I do not intend 
to say much more.  I reiterate that this is an important issue.  It would seem from the media reports that the 
committee’s work has been thorough.  The committee has travelled.  It has talked to the various parties.  The 
committee’s report will be important for not only the particular issue of lead contamination in the port of 
Esperance, but also the very proper role of this Parliament.  As I have said, this is probably the most important 
public health or contamination issue in this state for a long time.  It is regrettable that charges have been laid 
before the committee has reported, and that the government is behaving as it appears to be behaving.  Those are 
matters that I imagine the committee will discuss over the next couple of weeks, and it may make some 
comments on those matters in its report if it so chooses.  Having said that, I agree with the extension of the 
reporting time, and I look forward to the report of the committee.  Perhaps the government does not look forward 
to the report of the committee. 
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Question put and passed.   
 


